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TEXT 

We Must Create 
 
We must create to know who we can be,  
I say this for you, I say this for me, 
We must create to know who we can be.  

Early beginnings, heart beat, warmth and you.  
First breath eyes open, a new point of view...  
Hands touch, ears hear, clocks ticking, I am who?  

We must create to know who we can be.  

Screaming out from within, with a voice here,  
A note flowing on air lulling the fear, 
Melody all around this atmosphere.  

We must create to know who we can be.  

Hearing truth in onomatopoeia, 
Boom, boom, belch, zoom, zap, playing with 
grandpa, 
While cookie cutting baking for grandma.  

We must create to know who we can be.  

From scrawling with crayons to Lego bricks,  
From knitting needles, soft textile fabrics, 
To air-guitaring auld Jimi Hendrix.  

We must create to know who we can be.  

We heard a song sung, it helped ease the pain, 
We didn’t feel so lonesome as we sang the refrain,  
We forgot that feeling until we heard it again...  

We must create to know who we can be.  

From nursery rhymes to white collar crimes.  
What have you to say in uncertain times?  
Have you a chance to change the paradigms?  

We must create to know who we can be.  

Do you remember the time you heard an opening allegro? 
Or when that beat dropped and how it made your head go?  
Some things make no sense unless you’re in flow...  

We must create to know who we can be.  

You may rise then fall, or fall then rise,  
An arc of a story contains no surprise,  
But how you tell it, therein the art lies.  

We must create to know who we can be.  

If you do it for the money you’ll be called a fraud.  
If you think you’re great company and you might be god, 
Delusions of grandeur aren't that odd! 

We must create to know who we can be.  

There’s all sorts of forms, disciplines, levels 
To challenge yourself in the intervals, 
Where you’ll find rivals and reason for approvals.  

We must create to know who we can be.  

If it’s saved you from yourself and now there’s no other way, 
It doesn't matter how it moved you welcome to the ballet,  
You’ve just found the peak of Parnassus fair play!  

We must create to know who we can be,  
I say this for you, I say this for me, 
We must create to know who we can be,  
We must create to know who we can be!  

 

 

Stephen James Smith 
With permission of Stephen James Smith 
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PROGRAMME NOTE		
 
We must forge our own identity again and again through the creative act. This act could be the 
stacking of Lego bricks or it could be the composition of a symphony. Composition literally means 
‘putting together’ (like playing with Lego!). It is only through this serious type of creative play 
called ‘culture’, can we find out who we are or who we can be. In my composition, I have recycled 
music mentioned in the poem, from nursery rhymes to Jimi Hendrix, and music that is not 
mentioned in the poem, from Dr Dre to George Frederick Handel. I have quoted this music not 
only because it was particularly apt in the context of the poem, but also to say something more 
profound to young performers, who are perhaps singing on stage for the very first time: every 
area of culture is open for your appreciation, with treasures to be explored and then plundered 
for creative ends to say something new. You are as welcome into the house of Handel as you are 
into the house of Hendrix—in fact, these two composers lived next door to each other (but two 
hundred years apart!). 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 
	

• Crossed note-heads denote non-pitched material. 
• Knitting needles (opt.) bars 111–26: sub-group from any or all section/s may perform 

this. Drum on any hard surface with a pair of knitting needles each. The singers may sit 
cross-legged on the floor to do this. RH: right hand; LH: left hand. 

• Beatboxing (opt.) bars 233–42: sub-group from any or all section/s may perform this. 
Practice speaking ‘boots and cats and bouncing pizza’ in rhythm, and then gradually 
leave out the vowels so only the consonants remain. Stagger the breathing between 
singers. It should sound like a drum track: Bts n Kts n Bnc ng P zz 

• Though not specified in the body of the score, the incorporation into the performance of 
additional actions and gestures of the performers’ own devising is expected and 
encouraged.   

Performance Time: c. 11 mins
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