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PROGRAMME NOTE

I. Prelude and Fugue

II. Variations

III. Impromptu

This piece is composed as a companion to Joan Trimble’s Sonatina. Trimble (1915–2000) was born

in Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. She formed a piano duo with her sister, Valerie, with whom she

enjoyed a highly successful professional partnership for over thirty years. Joan's reputation as a

composer was cemented by the publication of her Sonatina for Two Pianos (1940). This new

Sonatina also explores neo-classical genres and gestures. It is wri�en in memory of my brother,

Brendan.

PERFORMANCE NOTE

Two pianos should be facing each other and interlocked.

Boxed text indicates gestures and actions.
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I. Prelude and Fugue
SEÁN DOHERTY

Commissioned by Finghin Collins with funds from the Arts Council
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I raises head 
to look at II.
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eye contact.

I shakes head.
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to I and stands at their
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II turns the page for I.
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p	semplice

Adagio

q = 60
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Piano duet
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Presto q = 160
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Solo piano 

Var. 1

> U

I closes eyes and walks to other piano over the duration of mov. II.
Five steps, one with each variation.
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Allegro q = 120
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Lento q = 60 rit. 

78

II

Grave q = 50
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Var. 4
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fold arms and silently depress 
black-key clusters with forearms

Var. 5

b

II lays cheek 
on piano lid,
facing audience, 
as if sleeping.
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pp	semplice, rubato

Adagio

q = 60
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non rubato
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Two pianos

I opens eyes and plays standing
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III. Impromptu
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