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TEXT 

Mother 

Your love was like moonlight  
turning harsh things to beauty,  
so that little wry souls  
reflecting each other obliquely  
as in cracked mirrors… 
beheld in your luminous spirit 
their own reflection, 
transfigured as in a shining stream,  
and loved you for what they are not.  
You are less an image in my mind 
than a luster 
I see you in gleams 
pale as star-light on a gray wall…   
evanescent as the reflection of a white swan  
shimmering in broken water.  

Lola Ridge (1873–1941) 
PROGRAMME NOTE 

This is a poem about reflections: the sun’s reflection in the moon, a child’s reflection in a 
mirror, a swan’s reflection in the water, starlight reflected on a wall. The speaker 
describes her mother as one who gives an ethereal beauty to a child’s image of 
themselves, not just returning their image but transfiguring and magnifying it. These 
reflections are imperfect: the mirror is cracked, the water is moving, the wall is grey. It 
is as if our memory is foggy, our recollections are impressionistic. Though we cannot 
remember exactly we retain the sensation of a mother’s love. I have sought to heighten 
these many imperfect reflections in this piece, by including many reflections in musical 
time and space. 
 
Duration: c. 6 mins 
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Mother

SEÁN	DOHERTY	(b.1987)

Commissioned	by	Duncan	Brickenden	for	Dublin	City	Choral	Union	in	2020	
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