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TEXT 

Irish 
Is buaine port ná glór na n-éan,  
is buaine focal ná toice an tsaoil. 

Phonetic Transcription 
Iss boonyeh port naw glore nah neyn,  
iss boonyeh fuhkil naw tickeh on theal. 

English 
A tune outlasts bird song,  
a word outlasts the wealth of the 
world. 

 
PROGRAMME NOTE  
This is a setting of an old Irish saying, a seanfhocail (literally ‘old words’), with its pithy wisdom, 
imparts that culture, music and literature, outlasts both nature and wealth, which are ephemeral. 
The metre of the seanfhocail falls naturally into the rhythm of an Irish slip jig, and there are 
many other references to Irish music and dance in this piece. Singers can relish sound of words, 
which, when fragmented and repeated, should be reminiscent of the bodhrán—an Irish hand-held 
drum.  

PERFORMANCE NOTE  
Crossed noteheads indicate unpitched material 

Performance Time: c. 4 mins
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