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TEXT 

In te, Christe, credentium 
miserearis omnium 
tu es deus in secula 
seculorum in gloria 
 
Deus in adiutorium 
intende laborantium 
ad dolorum remedium 
festina in auxillium 
 
Deus pater credentium 
deus vita viventium 
deus deorum omnium 
deus virtus virtutium 
 
Deus formator omnium 
deus et judex judicum 
deus et princeps principum 
elimentorum omnium 

Christ, to us in thee believing, 
Grant thy mercy, we implore, 
Who art God from all the ages, 
To the ages, evermore. 
 
God be thou our strength and succour, 
Labouring all the weary day: 
Haste in all our hours of sorrow 
To be all our hope and stay. 
 
God, the Father of believers, 
God, the life of all who live, 
God of Gods, who dost to virtue 
All the soul of virtue give. 
 
God of all things, Sole Creator, 
Of the judges Judge alone: 
Prince of all the princes ruling 
On each elemental throne. 
 

Attrib. St Columba, trans. S. J. Stone 

 

 
PROGRAMME NOTE 
Saint Columba (521–97CE), or Colm Cille in Irish, meaning dove of the church, was an Irish abbot 
and missionary, credited with spreading Christianity in what is today Scotland. He is the Patron 
Saint of Derry. This is one of three surviving early medieval Latin hymns attributed to him. This 
musical setting emphasises the insistent stresses, repetitions, and rhymes of the hymn. The 
opening melody, which spans all voices in fragments, gradually builds into an emphatic 
homophony on the word ‘omnium’ (all), symbolizing the community-building mission of early 
Christian monasticism. 

 

PERFORMANCE NOTE 

 

Repeat marks with curved end notches indicate independent 
repetition at different tempi ad lib. Repetitions continue for the 
duration of the wavy line. 

 

 

Performance Time: c. 3 mins 
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